In what follows I would like to outline and reflect upon the ways in which the study of the Dead Sea Scrolls has seen some momentous transformations during the last decade or so leaving us currently in a period of scholarship that is both exciting and humbling at the same time. I will move from the texts and the scribes to the caves, and finally the community of scholars. My aim is to give a flavour of some of the milestones, challenges, and little triumphs we have encountered over the course of the last ten years rather than attempting anything like a systematic let alone comprehensive overview.
The Texts
Starting with the texts, the first and most obvious transformation we have witnessed is that we are at long last able to see the big picture. The texts are published and accessible, as are a number of remarkable tools. marked the 60 th anniversary of the discovery of the scrolls, during the first four to five decades of this period scrolls scholarship was simply a different world. On the one hand, the first generation of scholars are rightly recognised today for their brilliance as epigraphers and palaeographers who paved the way for much of the scholarship that is produced today and beyond. During the last decade we also lost some of these fathers of the discipline, most recently Josef Milik (1922 -2006 ) and Hartmut Stegemann (1933 -2005 Jerusalem, 1989 -1990 , Leiden, Brill, 1995, pp. 23-58. 4 likely to have a number of core texts in common, such as the Community Rule, but each list would almost certainly differ slightly around the edges. This situation is not at all unlike what we now think of as the scriptural 'canon' at this period. 6 Not unlike the notion of a canon of scriptural texts, so also the notion of a 'canon' of sectarian texts is an issue that occupies modern scholars rather more than Late Second Temple Jews. The attitude of this conservative Jewish group to texts, including also such treasured and 
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Fraade and others. 7 The now much larger corpus of legal texts from Qumran leaves us in little doubt that it was legal debate rather than a clash of two alpha males that lies at the heart of the differences between Jews at the time. . Prior to the boom of publications from Cave 4 over the course of the last fifteen years or so, the corpus of the Qumran texts may be likened to a pool of water, relatively calm and relaxing. We are now still sitting in the same water, but the pool has been substantially enlarged, more water has poured into it at a steady pace, and a powerful jacuzzi has been switched on mixing the water in new ways. What we have is new material of such scope and significance that it also radically challenges the ways in which the long familiar texts are read. It is true to say, therefore, that even though now we celebrate and mark the 60 th anniversary of the discovery of the DSS, it is as if we have only just begun -again. This is not to say that the significance and value of the work of our elders is in any way diminished but the complexity and richness of the full spectrum of texts has injected a large dose of humility into our once confident scholarly ethos.
Sapiential texts have emerged as a major new player on the

The Scribes
We saw already with reference to the Community Rule manuscripts how the Scrolls are providing fascinating insights into the ways in which ancient texts grew. A little over ten year ago Geza Vermes recognized the significance of this when he wrote, 1994, p. 23. 18 (STDJ 54), Leiden, Brill, 2004 analysis by John van Seters. 22 He goes so far as to speak of "the myth of the 'redactor'
and redaction criticism" 23 and prefers instead to think of those responsible for the pentateuch as historians. Whether or not we like the labels 'redactor', 'redactional' or 'editing' with reference to ancient Hebrew literature, it is quite clear from the crucial evidence of the Community Rule manuscripts in particular that the kinds of processes scholars refer to with this terminology did take place.
The Caves
Another consequence of being in a position to look at the bigger picture that has produced a number of stimulating discussions most recently is the work being done on profiling the collection. We have already referred to the ways in which the classification of the texts into sectarian and non-sectarian as well as pre-or proto-sectarian and scriptural texts is 
